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“The Work of Faith” 
08-08-2021 Malone: Centenary UMC - REVISED 

Based in part on a sermon written by Pastor Tim Zingale – July 28, 2003 
 John 6:35, 41-51 [51-58] 
 
To understand Jesus as the bread of life is to be passionate about our faith. It is 
to seek after his word and to follow his teachings.  
 
To understand Jesus as the bread of life means we may have to rearrange our 
lives, shift some of our priorities, or even leave something behind.  
 
To understand Jesus as the bread of life is to trust and to accept that trust 
involves risk. Trust involves behavior that causes us to act in extraordinary 
ways.  
 
Yet, faith is so much more; faith is an act of courage.  It is a willingness 
to take extraordinary actions in spite of unanticipated circumstances that 
would ordinarily prevent such action! Faith can not only take us out of 
our comfort zone; faith can actually dump us out of our favorite comfy 
spot, on our heads, right into the middle of decidedly UNCOMFORTABLE 
situations and places!   
 
Faith requires the courage to risk!   
 

Far away in a lonely desert stands a water pump in the sand. You are a 
solitary traveler, and your canteen is empty and you come upon that pump. 
Tied to it is a hand written sign put there by some pilgrim. The sign reads; 
"I have buried a bottle of water to prime the pump. Don't drink any 
of it. Pour in half of it to wet the leather. Wait, and then pour in the 
rest. Then pump. The well has never gone dry, but the pump must 
be primed to bring the water up. Have faith, believe. When you are 
through drawing water, fill the bottle and bury it in the sand for the 
next traveler." 
 
Having come upon this pump in the desert with this sign and being out of 
water, what will you do? Will you dig the water bottle from the sand and 
drink from it, or will you believe and dare to trust and pour that water into 
the rusty pump? When you trust, you take a risk, both for yourself 
and for the next person who will pass that way.  

 
[SLIDE] What will you do?  This story poses an interesting question for all of 
us. Do we believe and trust in that written message by the water pump, do we 
act in faith, or do we only worry about our own thirst and drink from the water 
bottle knowing that the water will give us enough strength to go on?  
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Our lesson this morning concerns faith – actually the work of faith – 
which as you have surmised is no small task and takes great courage to 
achieve. 
 
Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, "What must we do to be doing the works 
of God?" Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God that you believe in 
him who he has sent." Then Jesus goes on and says, "I am the bread of life; 
he who come to me shall not hunger, he who believes in me shall never 
thirst."  
 
Faith can be defined as an obedient attitude to the will of God.  Jesus 
says faith is the work his followers should be about.  
 
Faith is trusting and believing that the promises God has made for us 
through Jesus Christ are true.  
 
Faith is taking action when everything you can see is telling you not to 
take a risk.   
 
Faith is believing in what can not be seen! 
 
To accept the life-giving bread of Jesus is to trust in God and to have faith that 
God will provide all that we need. It also means that by trusting in God, we 
will be satisfied.  
 
Sometimes you and I get our work all mixed up. We think our work is 
salvation and so we try our hardest to save ourselves instead of trusting in God 
and being obedient to God's will. It is as if we drank that bottle of water 
beside the pump instead of using it to prime the pump; trusting in our own 
selves, our own resources for living, instead of trusting and believing in God and 
God's promises. 
 
Jesus tells us that salvation is a gift, a present, something that is handed 
over to us with no strings attached.  Our work is to believe that this 
promise of salvation is true for us.  
 
Our work is to have faith in Jesus Christ who gives us our salvation, who 
gives us the Bread of Life! 
 
Faith receives the salvation that God offers us as a gift.  
 
God has promised through Christ to care for us, to redeem us, to provide 
for us. 
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The work of faith calls on us to rely on God’s promises for our lives... not 
our own.  Faith is trust.  Faith is trusting in God’s promises each and every day 
when we need it, and even when we don’t.   
 
In return, this gift, God’s gift, remains in our hearts.   
 
Jesus says, "Believe in him whom he has sent."   
 
God is a god of love and wants us to trust in that love, to believe in that love, 
to live in faith with that love, while we walk our desert journey on this earth. 
 

Far away in a lonely desert stands a water pump in the sand. You are a 
solitary traveler, and your canteen is empty and you come upon that pump. 
Tied to it is a hand written sign put there by some pilgrim. The sign reads; 
"I have buried a bottle of water to prime the pump. Don't drink any 
of it. Pour in half of it to wet the leather. Wait, and then pour in the 
rest. Then pump. The well has never gone dry, but the pump must 
be primed to bring the water up. Have faith, believe. When you are 
through drawing water, fill the bottle and bury it in the sand for the 
next traveler." 

 
[SLIDE] Will you dig the water bottle from the sand and drink from it, or 
will you believe and dare to trust and pour that water into the rusty 
pump?  
 
[SLIDE] What will you do?   
Will you surrender... or rely on yourself?  
 
You are a traveler upon the planet earth. You come across a book of great 
wisdom.  As you read it you see that it can give you the assurance, the strength, 
and the conviction to live life to the fullest. But it also asks you to surrender 
yourself to someone else, to trust in the gifts this person is willing to give to you, 
to have FAITH… 
 
Will you be willing to engage in that work of faith… to go forward 
pushing through your fear… even when everything you see in front of 
you tells you that you are being foolish… even when it feels that you are 
now facing the impossible… even when you are asked to potentially 
sacrifice yourself by being faith-filled… even when it feels that all hope is 
lost? 
 
Will you be willing to engage in the work of faith… to accept that trust 
involves risk, remembering that faith is an act of courage? [SLIDE] My 
beloveds, what will you do?   


