
““AA  CChhiilldd  iinn  tthhee  CCrroowwdd””    
 – Based in part on a “pew pondering” by Anna Murdock 
 07-25-2021 Malone: Centenary UMC 
  John 6:1-14 
 
The people had gathered on a mountainside.  Throngs of people.  Five 
Thousand men. Surely there were women and children as well.   
 
They waited.   
 
They were hoping for SOMETHING.   
 
They were hungry in spirit and in body.   
 
They came together much like we gather together … with 
hearts in need of nourishment … hungry to hear the words of 
the one named Jesus. 
 
Jesus says, “Let’s feed them;” …and the disciples begin to question 
and worry.  "How can we possibly feed them?  What we have is 
SO little and the needs are SO great.  It’s impossible."  
(Hmmm… Haven’t I heard that in a committee meeting before?) 
 
Then, among the pressing questions... and worries... and doubts… 
among the nay-sayers... and among those starving for that which will 
fill the void of their hearts and the emptiness of their stomachs; steps 
forward a child… a young, nameless boy.  He offers the best 
that he has to offer – 5 loaves of bread and 2 small fish – and 
then quietly, without fanfare, slips back into the crowds. 
 
The child places his offerings into the hands of Jesus.  He withholds 
nothing.  Perhaps this young boy says to Jesus, “I know that this 
isn’t enough for this great need, but it is what I have to give… 
and I give it to you.” 
 
 
 
 



The hands of Jesus reach out and accept what is offered.  Just maybe, 
Jesus leans closer and whispers to this child, “It might seem 
insufficient to you, but oh just watch what my Father can do 
with your offerings.” 
 
The hands of the Son of God hold out the offerings to his Father... and 
God blesses this child’s small, seemingly insufficient offering 
and gives the increase, making it not just enough, but more 
than enough!   
 
 
WE are to be found in every part of the account of the feeding of the 
5000.   
 
Look at us, on our mountainside (in our sanctuary).  WE, at times, 
ARE the ones who are hoping for HOPE… who need spiritual 
nourishment.   
 
WE are the disciples who are looking directly into the faces of the 
great needs within the church and even greater opportunities for 
taking the ministries of the church away from our mountainside (our 
sanctuary) and into our world. 
 
Yet we often respond as these disciples responded … with a 
theology of scarcity.   
 
We tend to lament, “But Jesus, what if what we have to offer is 
not enough?”   
 
“What could we... what can I possibly have to offer that would 
make a difference to those who are starving in body and 
spirit?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Beloveds, where do you find yourself to be on the mountainside 
(in our sanctuary) today?   
 
Are you hungry for just a small amount of nourishment… maybe a 
morsel of hope?  
  
Or perhaps worrying and questioning, lacking an amount of trust 
in the One who has healed both bodies and souls? 
 
<PAUSE> 
 
I will be honest, I really don’t know how to answer these 
questions either, other than to share with you my “wants.” 
 
<PAUSE> 
 
I want to be like this child who steps out from the pressing 
crowd and offers my best to Jesus, withholding nothing from 
Him.   
 
I want to have a heart that trusts in my God who has placed 
within me offerings to give... and gifts to be used.   
 
I want to be a living offering to the One who has made and will 
continue to make my offerings useful for a holy purpose. 
 
I want to have such innate faith in my Lord and Savior, that 
there is never hesitation that I WILL step forward! 
 
This is both my hope and where my trust lies… that we, in the 
giving of both ourselves and our offerings to God to bless, break and 
share, will find that our offerings are enough and we ourselves 
are enough…  
 
May it be so today... and always!   
 
Amen? AMEN! 
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