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What powerful images the scriptures present today, Lord,  
 of Jesus feeding the thousands of people who have gathered.  
 
The Gospel lesson tells us that with the small offering  
 of five barley loaves and two fish,  
  he offered sustenance to the many.  
 
We wonder about this and have our doubts  
 that such a thing could really happen in today’s world.  
 
We see the big picture, the thousands of dollars that are spent  
 on trivial things, but we do not hear about the small wonders  
  that are performed everywhere in your name as good people  
   reach out to those in need.  
 
Holy Lord, take away our blindness and our doubt.  
 
Surround us with a strong faith that, when we hear the words  

of healing, we may confidently know that you  
are in the midst of all our lives.  

 
Heal our wounded spirits. Restore in us a spirit of joy.  
 
As we have lifted names of dear ones in our prayers before you,  

we ask your healing blessing on each of their lives and situations.  
 
We also ask your healing mercies on all areas  
 in which there is strife, oppression, and despair.  
 
Comfort your people with your love.  
 
Empower your disciples to serve you fully in your world  
 and be with us now, in this time and place,  
  and in all the places and times of our lives  
   as we pray as Jesus taught us – 
 
 
 



 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil  
for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
AMEN 


