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GGaatthheerr  
WE ARE CALLED TO WORSHIP 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
God’s mercy endures for ever and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen 
 

WE PRAY 
O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you have made,  
from the dust of the earth, you have formed us  
and from the dust of death, you would raise us up.  
 

By the redemptive power of the cross,  
create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit,  
that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit: 
one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
 

WWoorrdd  
WE ASK GOD FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy God, our lives are laid open before you:  

as we hear your word today, rescue us from the chaos of sin,  
and through the death of your Son bring us 
healing and make us whole in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

WE READ FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Joel 2:1-2, 12–17 [NRSV] 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church: 
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 

a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
 

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain-offering and a drink-offering for the Lord, your God? 

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 

 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. 
Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peoples, “Where is their God?” ’ 

 

The grass withers and the flower fades. 
But the word of the Lord endures forever. Amen 



WE READ FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
2 Corinthians 5:20–6:10 [NRSV] 
So, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us;  
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him  
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, 
‘At an acceptable time, I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. 
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

A lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

WE READ THE GOSPEL 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 [NRSV] 

 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Trace a cross on your forehead, lips, and heart. 
 

Concerning Almsgiving 
‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;  
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 

‘So, whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

Concerning Prayer 
‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

Concerning Fasting 
‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

Concerning Treasures 
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Trace a cross on your forehead, lips, and heart. 

 

WE ENTER INTO A HOLY SILENCE 
 
 



RReessppoonndd  
WE ARE INVITED TO OBSERVE A LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ: the early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our 
Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter 
celebration there should be a forty-day season of spiritual preparation. 
 
During this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when 
persons who had committed serious sins and had separated themselves from the community of faith 
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church. 

 
In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith. 

 
We invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent:  

by self-examination and repentance;  
by prayer, fasting, and self-denial;  

and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. 
 
To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature,  
let us now kneel or bow before our Creator and Redeemer as we are able. 
 

A brief silence is kept as we kneel or bow. 
 

WE CONFESS OUR SIN AND REMEMBER GOD’S PARDON 
We PRAY together: Psalm 51:1–17 [CEB] 
Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! 
Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great compassion! 
Wash me completely clean of my guilt; purify me from my sin! 
Because I know my wrongdoings; my sin is always right in front of me. 
I’ve sinned against you—you alone. I’ve committed evil in your sight.  
That’s why you are justified when you render your verdict,  

completely correct when you issue your judgment. 
Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places; you teach me wisdom in the most secret space. 
Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash me and I will be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and celebration again; let the bones you crushed rejoice once more. 
Hide your face from my sins; wipe away all my guilty deeds! 
Create a clean heart for me, God; put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me! 
Please don’t throw me out of your presence;  

please don’t take your holy spirit away from me. 
Return the joy of your salvation to me 

and sustain me with a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, and sinners will come back to you. 
Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation, 

so that my tongue can sing of your righteousness. 
Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 
You don’t want sacrifices.  If I gave an entirely burned offering, you wouldn’t be pleased. 
A broken spirit is my sacrifice, God. 
You won’t despise a heart, God, that is broken and crushed. 

 
We all confess in silence. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS OVER THE ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  
Grant that these ashes may be to us a sing of our mortality and penitence, so that 
we may remember that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 



 
WE IMPOSE THE ASHES 

The ash-marked burlap square you received becomes the symbol of 
the mark usually borne by each person on this day. This year, the 
visible mark will last longer, becoming a symbol for the whole Lenten 
season. Over time, the ashes may fade from the square, the edges 
may become more frayed, but the cloth will remain, a symbol of 
renewal and forgiveness and Christ’s presence with us. 

 

Holding the burlap “Sign-of-the-Cross,”  
first trace the cross on the fabric.   

 

Make note of the frayed edges –  
much as we are “frayed”  
by this time of isolation. 

 

(Pull a single thread from one edge  
to symbolize these challenges.) 

 

Make note that the ash cross, the symbol of Christ, is still in the center – 
unwavering, ever-steadfast, ever-present in the midst of our trials – 

even for a time, even for a place, such as this! 
 
 

Now, trace a cross on your forehead, [lips, and heart]. 
 

As you make the sign of the cross, say: 
 

RReemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  II  aamm  dduusstt,,  aanndd  ttoo  dduusstt  II  sshhaallll  rreettuurrnn..  
 
 

Let us pray. 
May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner 
but that we turn from wickedness and live, accept our repentance, forgive 
our sins, and restore us by the Holy Spirit to newness of life. Amen 
 
 

WE EXCHANGE WORDS OF GOD’S PEACE WITH EACH OTHER 
Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love,  
either in-person or at-a-distance as each case may be. 

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace. 
 
 

SSeenndd  
WE PRAY THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth, as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen † 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT WITH A BLESSING 
May the Lord Almighty grant us a restful day, and in the end, peace. 
Amen 



A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HEIDI 

Pandemic  
written by Lynn Ungher 

 

What if you thought of it 
as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 
the most sacred of times? 
 

Cease from travel. 
 

Cease from buying and selling. 
 

Give up, just for now, 
on trying to make the world 
different than it is. 
 

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 
 

Center down. 
 

And when your body has become still, 
reach out with your heart. 
 

Know that we are connected 
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 
(You could hardly deny it now.) 
 

 
 

Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 
(Surely, that has come clear.) 
 

Do not reach out your hands. 
 

Reach out your heart. 
 

Reach out your words. 
 

Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 
where we cannot touch. 
 

Promise this world your love– 
for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health, 
so long as we all shall live. 
 
 
 

AMEN 

 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: 
We confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the community of faith. 
The form and content of the service focus on the dual themes of sin and death in the light of God's 
redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long 
history in Jewish and Christian worship, and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and 
experiential way of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation – even at a distance. 
 

Ash Wednesday is the day when we gather to begin our 40-day retreat called Lent. 
Every year we gather at church on this day to remind ourselves that we are not eternal. Yet, this year 
our local congregation is unable to meet in person due to COVID-19 precautions. Because of this, many 
of us will find ourselves in our homes unsure how we might mark the beginning of Lent. 
 

Or will we? 
 

Today, experience this simple liturgy that is heavily under the implicit and explicit influence of the Ash 
Wednesday Liturgy given in The United Methodist Church’s Book of Worship (Nashville: United Methodist Publishing 

House, 1992).  It works well with one person or many.  We are together on this day, even at a distance.   
As a community of believers of Jesus Christ, we are never alone, even at a distance!   
 

Praise be! Peace be with you, PPaassttoorr  HHeeiiddii 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
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