
December 24, 2020 [White or Gold] 
Christmas Eve Scripture and Candle Lighting Liturgy 

LECTIONARY SELECTIONS: 
Isaiah 9:2–7 
Luke 2:1–20 

  NRSV – Traditional 
[NRSV] The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



Isaiah 9:2–7 
 
READING 1: From the Old Testament 

Pastor Robyn Hays, Pastor of Lake Ontario Parish 

 
1 The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6 For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

 

 



Luke 2:1–20 

READING 2:  The Birth of Jesus [verses 1-7] 

Pastor Jim Foote, Pastor of Norfolk UMC & Brasher Falls UMC 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.  
 



Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Liturgy  
READING 3:  Beloved Child, Jesus   

  
 Pastor Heidi Chamberlain, Pastor Malone: Centenary UMC 

 
[NOTE: Just prior to the reading, light the four Advent candles.] 
 
Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies; well-worn fabric full 
of years holds in the warmth of parental love; animals and shepherds 
crowd in tight, glowing with adoration, while a muffled cry squeezes 
out to greet the world. 
 
Tonight, we give thanks for every child among us. Each new birth -- 
regardless of circumstances – reminds us of the preciousness of life, 
the potential of tomorrow, the promise of God. 
 
On this Christmas Eve, we light the Christ candle for the child-King, 
the infant-Redeemer, the lowly-Lord. And now we know . . .  
 
He is born and nothing will ever be the same! 
 
(Light the Christ Candle – all candles should be lit.) 
 
COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN 
 

 



READING 4:  The Shepherds and the Angels [verses 8-14] 

Rev. Anne Canfield, Pastor of First UMC Watertown 

 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’  
 
 



READING 5: The Shepherds and Mary [verses 15-20] 

Pastor Lori Buno-Taylor, Pastor Owls Head UMC 

 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  
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