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Advent & Christmas 2020 

SSoommee  tthhoouugghhttss  oonn  tthhee  RRooaadd  ttoo  NNiinneevvaahh...... 
from Pastor Heidi Chamberlain – November 24, 2020 

 

Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in the  
Centenary United Methodist Church of Malone, New York  

 

““AA  RReettuurrnn  ttoo  OOuurr  HHoommeess……”” 
 

Rising numbers of Covid-19 cases in our county have affected our 
lives once again. There are now several deaths in Franklin County 
and positive cases have jumped from 4 confirmed early this month 
to well over 200 as I write th to you. 
 

Our choice is to do what we can to keep healthy and help others 
continue being healthy too. For a while, we are again suspending in-person worship.  We will 
continue to post worship resources on our website:  

http://malonecentenaryumc.org/worship/ 
Simply look for the Advent / Christmas links posted there each week. 
 

In addition, I have created a Sermon by Phone account where the audio version of the 
message of the week will be available by telephone at 1-518-216-0092 to make it easier to stay 
connected even when internet is not an option! 
 

I know this means we will miss Thanksgiving and Advent / Christmas with our church family. 
With that in mind Centenary is offering our families “Advent in a Bag” to help make this season 
feel a little more connected, even as we are distanced.  (More information on that is included 
with our seasonal advent readings attached to this message.) 
 

I ask also that you keep in touch with either me, Pastor Heidi, [518-521-3460 Home] or Debbie 
Nemier [518-497-3122 Home] about your prayer requests.  I will continue to update our prayer 
list as that information becomes available each week.  Stay in touch with each other too!  
 

As we journey through Advent this year, we need to remember one thing – the 
Gift of God comes to us, not just at Christmas, but all year through:  
 

GGoodd  bblleessss  aanndd  kkeeeepp  wweellll,,  PPaassttoorr  HHeeiiddii  
 

HHooww  TToo  CCoonnttaacctt  MMaalloonnee::  CCeenntteennaarryy  UUMMCC  
Church Office:  
345 W. Main Street     518-483-4980 (Please Leave A Message) 
Malone, New York 12953    E-mail:  malone.umc@verizon.net 
 

Pastor Heidi Chamberlain:                                       
Centenary UMC Parsonage    518-521-3460 
10 Willard Street     Cell: 315-528-4709 
Malone, New York 12953    Email: airheidi@yahoo.com 

 

Visit Us On-Line: 
Sermon by Phone:     1-518-216-0092  
Web Site:                       http://www.malonecentenaryumc.org  
Facebook:                    https://www.facebook.com/Malone-Centenary-United-Methodist-Church 
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““AA  PPaarraabbllee  ffoorr  OOuurr  TTiimmee”” 
Attributed to Kitty O'Meara 
 

“And the people stayed home.  
 

“And read books, and listened, and 
rested, and exercised, and made art, and 
played games, and learned new ways of 
being, and were still.  
 

“And listened more deeply. Some 
meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows.  
 

“And the people began to think 
differently. 
 

"And the people healed. And, in the 
absence of people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless, and heartless 
ways, the earth began to heal. 
 

"And when the danger passed, and the 
people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices, 
and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, 
as they had been healed." 

 
ADVENT STUDY 2020:  COFFEE & JESUS 

From Diana Butler Bass in cooperation with 
THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GRATEFUL 
The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks 

SERIES PREVIEW 
Welcome to a new film series! We sure hope you find the time listening through these 
films, prayers, practices, and discernment, a mini, life-giving journey for you. In her 
book, Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, Diana Butler Bass 

“explores why gratitude is missing as a modern spiritual practice, offers practical 
suggestions for reclaiming it, and illuminates how the shared practice of gratitude can 
lead to greater connection with God, our world, and our own souls.” 
 

The course towards changing the way we see and act in the world, according to Butler-
Bass, is remembering the truth about God’s abundance and welcoming one another to a 
communal table where every need is met. Inspired by her book, this film series is a 

continued dialogue about what we’ve done with/how we misuse power, how to find 
abundance within, what it looks like to be a cooperative culture rather than competitive. 

Butler-Bass invites us to reorient, remember and connect—to circle around the feasting table of God together 
where God is ever-giving, where there is more than enough for everyone. 

http://malonecentenaryumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/00.-Gratitude_Trailer-REV.mp4
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ADVENT STUDY INFORMATION:  Each week a new video will be posted on our website: 
http://malonecentenaryumc.org/study/advent-study-2020/ 

[Video transcripts are also available upon request – just e-mail me at airheidi@yahoo.com] 
 

"GRATEFUL" [Six Session Outline]: 
• 12/01/2020  Session One // Where is God? 
• 12/08/2020  Session Two // A Table of Gifts 
• 12/15/2020  Session Three // Table Ethics 
• 12/22/2020  Session Four // Grace, Gratitude, and Gifts 
• 12/29/2020  Session Five // Gratitude and Abundance 
• 01/05/2021  Session Six // Table Memory 

 

You can purchase Diana’s book Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks at Amazon.com. 

 
““VViirrttuuaall  CCooookkiiee  EExxcchhaannggee””  
As I look to Thanksgiving this week and Advent / 
Christmas time ahead, one of my favorite 
traditions is baking seasonal cookies. Since we 
cannot share in person maybe we can share some 
recipes? It might be a way of having a virtual 
“cookie exchange” with friends.  Please drop a 
note or e-mail to the church to share with us 
something from your kitchen and we will pass it 
on in the next few weeks.   
 

Here is my favorite from our home’s  
head baker, Pastor Carl: 
 

Refrigerator (Icebox) Cookies 
1 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 cup granulated sugar 
½ cup packed brown sugar 
1 egg 
1 teaspoon extract (vanilla, almond, lemon – spices as well!) 
2 ½ cups flour 
1 ½ teaspoons baking powder 
½ teaspoon salt 
 

Cream the butter and sugars, add the flavorings, then sift together the dry ingredients and add 
to the bowl, stirring until combined. 
 

Add other additions as you like (nuts, dried or candied fruits, coconut, seeds, etc). 
 

Form into 1-inch rolls and wrap in wax paper, refrigerating from an hour to several weeks. 
 

Cut into ¼ - ½-inch slices and bake on an ungreased pan at 375°F for 7-9 minutes until the 
bottoms have just begun to brown.  Cool for a minute before removing. 
 

http://malonecentenaryumc.org/study/advent-study-2020/
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““AAddvveenntt  iinn  aa  BBaagg””  
This Advent Season, although we will worship socially distanced from 
one another, we will be reminded that we are indeed a community of 
faith connected to one another through what I have nicknamed “Advent 
in a Bag.”  Each family can receive a white handled gift bag filled with 
Advent votive cups and candles, as well as, some other seasonal items 
to remind us that we share the Christ’s light wherever we may be at any 
given moment!  
 

Each week in Advent, find a time as a family to light the candles as 
directed in the Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Meditations (below).   
 

Finally, on Christmas Eve, place the Christ Candle in the clear votive 
cup inside the white handled gift bag you received, re-light it in a place (away from any 
potential burn hazards) on your walkway or steps to share Christ’s light with the world.   
 

REMEMBER:   
• We are never alone.   
• We are always connected as a community.  
• We can choose to share the love and light we have found as a part of a community of 

faith with our family, friends, neighbors and anyone else that yearns for God. 

BBlleesssseedd  AAddvveenntt  &&  CChhrriissttmmaass  mmyy  BBeelloovveeddss,,  PPaassttoorr  HHeeiiddii  
  

  

 
 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Meditations 
for Home and Church: Year B 

 

by Dean B. McIntyre, GBOD 
 
This set of brief meditations and Scripture may be used in lighting the candles of 
the Advent wreath in worship at church or home. Each meditation uses one of the 
lectionary readings for that day. The readings are divided into sections that can 
be assigned to various persons participating, including the children.  

Permission is granted to download, copy, adapt, edit, and reprint for home or congregational worship with the 
inclusion of the copyright citation on each copy. 

Scripture verses are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA and are used by permission. 

Copyright © 2011 by The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203. 
Telephone (877) 899-2780, ext. 7073. Used by permission. 

Permission is granted to download, adapt, edit, copy, and use in congregational or home worship with the 
inclusion of the above copyright citation on each copy. It may not be sold, republished, or used for profit. 
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First Sunday of Advent  
(November 29, 2020) 

LEADER:  But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  

Keep alert, for you do not know when the time will come…in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at dawn. Keep awake. (Mark 13:24-26, 32, 33, 35, 37). 

READER(S):  Such amazing things happen in the sky to herald the return of the 
Son of Man: 
…Jesus, coming in the clouds 
  …the sun grows dark 
     …the moon doesn't shine 
       …and stars fall from the heavens 

So different from that first coming more than 2000 years ago: 
…with angels singing of God's glory and peace on earth 
   …with the single star guiding the way to the manger 
     …with shepherds and wise men -- rich and poor -- coming to worship 

[Light the first candle on the Advent wreath.] 

LEADER:  And so, we watch, and wait, and stay alert, waiting again for the 
coming of Jesus... and we light a single candle, the candle of HOPE, in 
preparation for that glorious day. 

…And even if the sun should grow dark 
   …even if the moon refuses to shine 
     …even if the stars should fall from the sky 

…we will have Jesus, the Light of the World, to shine brightly in our hearts, 
lighting our way. 

ALL: COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN. 
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Second Sunday of Advent  
(December 6, 2020) 

[Light the first candle on the Advent wreath.] 

LEADER:  The prophet Isaiah wrote, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" (Mark 1:2-3)  

READER(S):  And John, the messenger of God, proclaimed to all the people 
who came to him in the wilderness that they must repent of their sins and be 
baptized. Many people heard his message, repented, and were baptized in the 
river Jordan. 

It has become our custom to prepare for the birth of the Messiah by decorating 
our cities and homes, hanging the lights inside and out, singing "Frosty the 
Snowman" and "Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer," and measuring the quality of 
our Christmas morning by the number of gifts we receive.  

[Light the second candle.] 

LEADER:  As we light the second candle, the candle of PEACE, in preparation 
for the coming of the Messiah, perhaps we need to listen again to John the 
Baptizer's message, preparing the way of the Lord: 

…make straight the paths 
 
  …repent of your sins 
 
     …be baptized 
 
       …and live holy lives devoted to God.  

ALL: COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN. 
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Third Sunday of Advent  
(December 13, 2020) 
[Light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath.] 

LEADER: If Jesus comes to us again at Christmas this year, and if Jesus dwells 
within each of us, shouldn't that make a difference in who we are and how we 
live our lives? Hear these words from 1st Thessalonians: 

"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 

"Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of the prophets, but 
test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of 
evil." 

"May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ."  

"The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this." (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24) 

READER(S): If we seek Jesus, who is born in the manger, shouldn’t we: 
 
…be at peace among ourselves? 
   …help the weak and the poor? 
      …not repay evil for evil, but always do good to one another? 
         …in all circumstances, give thanks?  
[Light the third candle of the Advent wreath.] 
LEADER: As we light this third candle, the candle of JOY, let us remember that 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus, who comes to us. 
 

ALL: COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent  
(December 20, 2020) 
[Light the first three candles of the Advent wreath.] 

LEADER: After the angel came to Mary and told her that she would conceive the 
child in her womb and would call him Jesus, Mary said, "Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." (Luke 1:38) 
READER(S):  And Mary sings her Song of Praise: 
 
…My soul magnifies the Lord…he has scattered the proud 
 
   …He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
 
     …He has lifted up the lowly 
 
       …He has filled the hungry 
 
         …He has provided for the poor (Luke 1:46-55). 
We marvel at Mary, the mother of the Messiah, herself a single, teenaged mother, 
herself poor and powerless. But she understood that the baby she would call 
Jesus was sent, not just to her, but to the world…  
…To the hungry 
   …To the weak 
     …To the very young and the very old 
       …To those who suffer or are in pain.  
[Light the fourth candle of the Advent wreath.]  
LEADER: We light this fourth candle, the candle of LOVE, to remember Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. May the light of this candle also remind us that the light of 
Jesus shines for everyone. 
 

ALL: COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN. 
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Christmas Eve 
(December 24, 2020) 

[NOTE: On this night the lighting of the four Advent candles and the center white Christ candle takes place in the 
service during the reading of the Gospel lesson. Just prior to the reading, light the four Advent candles.] 

READER 1:  In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 

[Light the Christ candle.] 

READER 2:  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors."  

LEADER: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us. " So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. (Luke 2:1-20) 

ALL: COME, LORD JESUS. AMEN 
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