
Blessing of the Backpacks 
Ahead of time, publicize that all those who attend school should bring their backpacks to worship that Sunday. At the 
beginning of the worship service, have all students (young and old) come to the front, asking those who have remembered 
their backpacks to place them close to the worship table. Then invite everyone else who is involved in education to stand-
parents and/or guardians of those attending school, teachers, custodians, cafeteria workers, bus drivers, school crossing 
guards, school board members or school activity volunteers, school nurses and social workers, and so forth. Wish everyone 
well as they begin this new school year. Assure them that your congregation is a community that loves and supports them 
in all that they do. End by asking God's special blessing on them all, using the prayer that follows if you desire: 

 

Romans 12:1-8 
The New Life in Christ 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body 
we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Lord, God of Wisdom and Learning, of leaders and learners, 
backpacks remind us that a new school year has begun.  
 
We pray your blessing upon all students, young and old, as 
they begin this new school year. We ask your blessing, 
also, on all who work with or support them in their 
education. Let each person who stands before us now feel 
the love and support of this congregation, and grant this 
congregation the wisdom and means to meet their needs 
throughout the coming year.  
 
We all are called to be part of your work in the world, Lord, 
and you have given each one of us gifts and strengths to 
use in that work. Help each of these students to discover 
and develop his or her gifts and strengths and know how to 
use them for your purposes.  



Remind them, too, that whatever their gifts, they are doing 
your work when they are kind and caring to others, when 
they do their best in their studies and other activities, 
when they respect others and themselves, and when they 
contribute in even small ways to make things better or 
more pleasant for others.  
 
Bless also, Lord, those who stand here with the students. 
Whatever their task or role in education, guide them to do 
it with a conscious effort to in some way make life better 
or more pleasant for others. Give them pride in what they 
do, reminding them and us that even the most ordinary 
task becomes extraordinary when done in your name.  
 
We ask this all, Lord, knowing that you love and hear us. 
AMEN 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
August 30, 2020 
 
Lord of hope, we come to you this day. We have followed many paths and 
the one of hope leads to this doorway.  Enter our hearts this day as we 
share our joys and concerns in prayer and in the actions and service that 
follows. We lift before You situations and people who are in need of your 
healing mercies and your peace. Help us to be those who would bring this 
peace to them.  
 
Let us be in prayer, lifting our concerns to God. Please share with us your 
concerns this morning.  
[Sharing of concerns] 
 
Congregational Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
As our lives have encountered difficulties and concerns, so, too, are we 
blessed with great joys. We celebrate these moments of happiness and 
wonder with each other, lifting up joys and celebrations in this congregation 
this morning.  
 
Please share with us your joys and celebrations  
[Sharing of joys and celebrations] 
 
Congregational Response: Lord, in your love, hear our praise! 
 
Lord, bless all those whom we have named before you in our hearts and 
with our voices. Touch each life with the blessings and peace and mercy. 
Give us strength and empower us for the ministries of reconciliation, even 
as we pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.   
AMEN 
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