
Pastoral Prayer of the Day  
06-21-2020 – Dads & Grads Sunday  
 
It is Father’s Day.  
 
Every one of us has a father.  
 
Some are very significant in our lives...  
… some we have never meet.  
And some betray us.  
 
But each of us has one. 
 
Sometimes a man steps into a child's life and becomes a daddy to a 
child whose father fell short or who was called home too soon... and 
that one is listening to a higher, holier calling.  
 
Children need a Daddy.  
 
Someone who watches over, plays with, protects.  
 
In this mixed-up world, we live in, I am grateful for daddies.  
 
And I am grateful for a God who is Daddy for each of us, especially 
those who have been betrayed.  
And those of us who miss our Dads.  
 
Let us pray… 
 
 



Before you were even formed, God knew you. 
While in your Mother's womb, God named you. 
At your birth, God's breath filled you with life. 
Today we celebrate what you have become 
at this moment in time. And so we pray, 
 
God of our beginnings, 
We thank you for the gifts of these graduates; 
their excitement, their awesome wonder and curiosity, 
their open speech and encouraging words. 
Their contributions have blessed and challenged us, 
and we have become a richer  
and more diverse community because of them. 
 
As they step forward into the world that awaits, 
comfort their fears with the full knowledge of your divine presence. 
Strengthen their resolve to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
as modern-day disciples in a world that needs their spirit. 
Guide their feet as they move through life,  
protecting them from the pitfalls of darkness  
while they help to lead future generations  
into the warmth and promise of your light. 
 
We ask this blessing upon each of them, 
Be with us as now as we pray in Jesus’ name -- 
 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever.  AMEN 
 
 


