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BLESSING OF OUR FRIENDSHIPS AND FAMILIES OF CHOICE 

Incarnate Christ:  
You have modelled to us what it is to be in relationship with one another.  

You have broken bread with the weary,  
comforted the lonely,  

healed the sick,  
and wept with friends.  

We see in your witness what it means to love one another as God has loved us.  
 

We thank you for calling us friends, because you have made known to us  
everything that you have heard from our Father in heaven.  

Thank you for sharing in relationship with us as equals and help us to continue  

to love our friends as you have loved us.  
Bless us as we form relationships with one another that, as we speak,  

our souls will be bound up in one another,  
so that we may love our friends as our own souls,  

just as Jonathan loved David. 
 

Let us Pray:  
 

God of friends and families,  
we are linked together in a community of friendship and support.  

We pray for one another.  
We remember those who cannot be with us today.  

 
May we all continue to share in your gifts of love,  

strength,  

courage and wisdom,  
and to know your joy.  

 
Give us growing understanding,  

sympathy with each other's difficulties,  
patience with each other's faults,  

and grace to walk in your ways. [AMEN] 
 
<https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/chosen-precious/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a-lectionary-planning-notes/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a-liturgical-resources> 

 

Be with us as now as we pray the prayer that you taught us -- 
 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power and 

the glory forever.   
 

AMEN 


