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Surprising God, we come to Easter through the long Lenten journey  
 in which you have called us to examine our inner lives.  

 
Then on Easter, it is as though we have been freed from our darkness  

 to walk in the Light with you.  
 

However, Easter and its celebration so quickly slide into the past  
 and we again are tempted to move back into our doubts and fears.  

 
Surprise us again, Lord, as Jesus surprised his disciple Thomas  

 who feared and doubted.  
 

Remind us that the signs of Jesus' resurrection are all around us. 

 
Place your hand on our hearts  

 and our flagging spirits,  
  that we may place our trust  

   in your abiding love and healing mercies.  
 

Give us courage to be people of bold, fearless faith,  
 reaching out to others in need and compassion.  

 
As we have brought before you the names  

 and situations of those near and dear to us,  
  of nations in which there is warfare and strife,  

   of the need for healing mercies in our town,  
   our state, our nation, all around the world,  

  remind us again of your healing love  

 and forgiveness for each one of us.  
 

Strengthen us to be of great service to you in all that we do.  
 

And for ourselves, we ask for the extra measure of faith so that as doubts arise, 
we may meet them with confidence, and emerge as strong witnesses to your love. 

 
Be with us as now as we pray the prayer that you taught us -- 

 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom,  
and the power and the glory forever.   Amen 
 


