
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



AA  MMaauunnddyy  TThhuurrssddaayy  SSeerrvviiccee::  

SSaaccrreedd  SSuuppppeerrss    
shared at a distance by the people of Malone: Centenary UMC 

as part of this Holy Week in the midst of Pandemic 

April 09, 2020 
 
 
Greeting & Directions 
Leader:  

Maundy Thursday is the night during Holy Week that we remember Jesus’ 
gathering with his disciples to observe Passover. The Gospels tell us that they 
shared a meal, talked, and prayed, and that Jesus did a new thing—inviting his 
followers to love the world in a new way. In John’s gospel, Jesus washes the feet 
of his disciples and then commands them to love. We get the word “Maundy” 
from the Latin word for commandment. 

 
The table prayer of Jesus time would likely have included blessings for food, 
people, creation, and all that God had done for them. Tonight, we too have an 
opportunity to remember and be thankful for all God has done. 

 
[Any necessary directions about the meal or seating can be given here.] 

 
 
Gathering Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
 

On this night we gather 
For community 
For fellowship 
For sharing 
For celebration 

 
On this night we remember all you have done 
for the people you call Beloved. 

 
On this night, be present at our table, Lord 
Bless us and this meal 
That we might be fed in body and spirit 
And see you in every face around this table   
AMEN 



Scripture Reading                                                                                              
[To be read antiphonally (one half of the group reads the bold lines, the other half reads the others)] 

 
Psalm 145:8-21 
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The LORD is good to all, 
   and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
   and all your faithful shall bless you. 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 
   and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 
   and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
   and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 
The LORD is faithful in all his words, 
   and gracious in all his deeds. 
14 The LORD upholds all who are falling, 
   and raises up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand, 
   satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
17 The LORD is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfils the desire of all who fear him; 
   he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 
   but all the wicked he will destroy. 
 
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
   and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 

 
 
 

[The Meal:  Directions for the meal, if needed, can be given here; dishes can be passed around the table.] 
 



[Conversation:  As the meal is happening, or as folks are filling up and slowing down, here are some 
questions to help everyone reflect on their experiences of God and of Lent.] 

 
Reflection Questions: 

- What has God done for you lately?  
- What praise can you give God? 
- How has Lent been for you?  
- What has been your most powerful Lenten experience (this year or any year)? 
- How is it with your soul?  
- Where are you grateful?  
- Where are you struggling?  
- What is on your heart? 

 
 
Table Prayer 

[A prayer to close the meal or transition to dessert.] 

Leader: 
On this night, Jesus sat down at a table with his friends 
There was nothing magical in the meal 
And yet sacredness was found in their togetherness 
Humanity and divinity commingling 
As they remained present to the promises that bound them 
 
On this night, they recalled 
Fruit in the garden 
The fish and melon of Egypt 
Unleavened bread for the journey 
Wilderness manna 
Milk and honey in promised lands 

 
On this night, they told stories of 
Sustenance amid wandering 
Deliverance from captivity 
Protection from forces of destruction 
Firm footing on uncertain ground 
Belovedness offered again and again and again 

 
On this night, when the meal was drawing to a close, 
Jesus decided it was time to call us to still more— 
Remember how I’ve called you through the waters 
Remember all we have done 
Remember all that is still undone 
Remember who I am 
Remember who you are 



ALL: 
On this night, we remember 
Our calling through the waters 
All we have done 
All that is still undone 
We remember who you are 
We remember who we are 

 
On this night, we remember 
Sustenance 
Deliverance 
Protection 
Grounding 
Belovedness 
On this night 
We remember 

 
 
Dessert & Closing Reflection 

[Give folks a chance to reflect a little bit more over dessert.] 

 
 
Dismissal & Blessing 
Leader: 

Go, Beloved of God 
Remember who you are 
And live to draw all into divine community. 
The blessing of God’s peace be you on this night. 
AMEN 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A bit about the service: 

This Maundy Thursday service is modeled after the love feast. The table liturgy is one that can be led by lay people 
(which is encouraged). In these strange times, I imagine it can be led in person, around a family table, over the 
phone, or via video meeting. You’re welcome to use it as is, or as a launching off point for what best suits your 
community.  Written by Rev. Maggie Gann; adapted by Rev. Heidi R. Chamberlain ©2020 
 
Cover clip art: <https://www.askideas.com/52-holy-maundy-thursday-wish-pictures/> 


