
 

 
Malone: Centenary UMC 

A Special Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 
In the midst of change and uncertainty this year, we have a chance to do 

something special this Holy Week. In our traditions we reenact the procession of 
palms through and around our sanctuaries and then lay them before the altar. 

Through this we remember and, in a way, reenact the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem that final time. 

 
This year, as we read the story from Matthew 21:1-11 we cannot gather for that 

tradition. But we can do something special. This year I want everyone to prepare 
for our distributed palm procession. Rather than laying our palms in one place in 

our church sanctuary, we can lay them before our own front doors, declaring our 

homes sacred spaces of worship! As the crowd welcomed Jesus to the center of 
their world, Jerusalem, we can welcome Jesus to the center of our current world, 

our home. 
 

So, gather green branches, if you have them, or draw pictures of palm fronds, or 
print out and color a picture.  [I have even attached one to this file!] The detail 

really doesn’t matter. Even if all you do is put some green scratches on a piece of 
paper, we can still treat them as the real thing.  

 
So, as we begin our time of worship, we will lay down ‘branches’ in front of our 

own homes.  
 

I encourage you to gather as families for this time of commemoration. Involve the 
youngest and the oldest, just like we would in the sanctuary.  

 

On Palm Sunday morning, I want each one of us to go outside, lay down our 
branches and say: 

 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 
When you do this, you need to do it aloud. If someone is walking by, they should 

hear you welcoming Jesus. Then come back inside and continue your time of 
worship in a strange time. 

 
Blessed Palm Sunday!  Pastor Heidi 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 



April 5, 2020 [Purple] 
Sixth Sunday in Lent (Passion/Palm Sunday) 

[Purple; Red or Scarlet as alternative for Holy Week] 
 

Liturgy of the Palms 
Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839) 
 
[NRSV] The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 

The Triumphal Entry  

 1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at 
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring 

them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, 
and he will send them right away."  

 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  

 5"Say to the Daughter of Zion,  

      'See, your king comes to you,  
   gentle and riding on a donkey,  

      on a colt, the foal of a donkey.' "  

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and 

those that followed shouted,  
   "Hosanna to the Son of David!"  

   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  

   "Hosanna in the highest!"  

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is 

this?"  

 11The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 

 



Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
A Song of Victory 

 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

   his steadfast love endures forever! 
 
2 Let Israel say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’ 

 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

   that I may enter through them 
   and give thanks to the LORD. 

 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

   the righteous shall enter through it. 

 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 

   and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 

   it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

   O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 
 
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
   We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 

   and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 

   up to the horns of the altar. 
 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
   you are my God, I will extol you. 

 
29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

   for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
 



04-05-2020 Palm Sunday - Readers' Theater:  
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS:  Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem  

(Matthew 21:1-11) 

Christians celebrate Palm Sunday the Sunday before Easter, remembering Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This event 
is mentioned in all four Gospels. (Mark 11:1–11, Matthew 21:1–11, Luke 19:28–44, and John 12:12–19).  The following 
Reader’s Theatre script is based on Matthew’s version of the story from the New International Version of the Bible. 
Parts: Narrator, Jesus, Prophet, All (congregation as the crowd) 
 

NARRATOR 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them: 
 

JESUS 
Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with 

her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away. 

 

NARRATOR 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

 
PROPHET 

Say to the Daughter of Zion, “See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

NARRATOR 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey 

and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 
 
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from 

the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds went ahead of him and those 

that followed shouted: 
 

NARRATOR & PROPHET: 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

NARRATOR 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 

this?” 
 

NARRATOR & PROPHET: 

This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee! 
 
*************** 

Adapted from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan. All rights reserved.  Reader’s Theater: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11) © 2014 Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia. You are welcome to 

use this work in a worship or other devotional setting with proper attribution. Contact the Lisa for posting and publication considerations. 



LENT 6 REFLECTION:  
Palm Sunday [or Easter Sunday]: Seeds Have a Purpose Larger Than Themselves 
 

POTTED SUNFLOWERS / SUNFLOWER SEEDS [04-05] 
 
One more lesson!  Better yet, today, we go a 
new direction!  
 
During the season of Lent, we have 
concentrated on growth.  But my friends, 
please understand growth is not the 
purpose of a seed, growth is a means to 
an end.  
 
So, here it is… are you ready?  Unless 
seeds give rise to new seeds, they fail to 
fulfill their purpose.  
 

• Transformation never happens 
for its own sake.  

• Change happens to lead us to a 
new place.  

• Growth occurs that we might not 
only know more, but that we 
might do more.  

 
Seeds are judged, ultimately, on the fruit that they bear.  
 
Likewise, Christians are judged on the fruit we bear.   
 
We may never content themselves with growing in just knowledge and love of God. Growth 
that fails to lead to a change in behavior is cancerous, not healthy.  
 
We grow for a reason, and that reason is something much larger than any 
individual's needs. 
 
We must always take action and work towards fruition, bearing seeds for the   
kin-dom of God! 
 
This week we consider the lesson of fruition and transformation… 
as well as, the lessons of maturity, patience, and growth diversity as we wait, for 
God’s perfect time to bring each of us to flower and fruition. 
 
The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a time of sacrifice and denial, but as a time of 
preparation and anticipation — preparation for the work to which God calls us and 
anticipation of the fullness of life that God promises. Grow dear ones! Bear fruit 
worthy of God! AMEN? AMEN! 
 
 
Based in part on a Lenten Reflection by Rev. Dan R. Dick, a former staff member of the Discipleship Ministries, with further insights by Rev. 
Heidi R. Chamberlain, pastor of Malone: Centenary UMC during Lent 2020. 



How to fold a Palm Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


