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1 Samuel 16:1–13 

Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
Ephesians 5:8–14 

John 9:1–41  
 
[NRSV] The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



1 Samuel 16:1–13 

Samuel Anoints David 

16The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, 

and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ 

4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He said, ‘Peaceably; I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.’ 7But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 

see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord 

chosen this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 

Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons 
here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And 

Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ 
12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 

handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took 
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 

Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 

Ramah.  

 



Ephesians 5:8–14 

8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 

9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore, it says, 

‘Sleeper, awake! 

    Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.’ 



John 9:1–41  

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight 

9As he walked along; he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When 
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 

mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those 

who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like 

him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your 
eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 

and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 

sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from 

God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind 

man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a 

prophet.’  

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, 
‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 

speak for himself.’  

22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 

agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’  

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They 

said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’  

 

27He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled 
him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’  

 



30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were 

not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.  

Spiritual Blindness 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 

is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this 
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 

become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we 
are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. 

But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.  

 

 

 

 



03/22/2020 Fourth Sunday in Lent - Readers' Theater:  
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS: THE MAN BORN BLIND 
 

The traditional color for today is: Purple; and I have added “character” colors to the worship setting. 
 
FABRIC:  
Cover the worship center with purple cloth. On the left side of the worship center there should be the black cloth of Satan, the 
purple cloth of Nicodemus, the red cloth of the Samaritan woman at the well. Those strips of cloth should puddle to the floor. 
[Note: You may be approaching the middle of the table, which is OK because you will want the fabric to go across the entire 
worship center by the time we get to Holy Thursday.] 
 

CANDLES:  
Place two candles on either side of the open Bible. 
 
OTHER:  
Place an open Bible on the center of the worship table. 
 
Readers’ Theater: CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS: THE MAN BORN BLIND 
[The large rough wooden cross is placed in the front of the chancel/worship area. Place burlap at the base to cover the stand. 
Have the same person read the part of Jesus each week. It should be someone with a good speaking voice. Each person who 
encounters Jesus will be wearing/carrying a length of cloth. When their encounter with Jesus is complete, they place the cloth 
over the arm of the cross and leave. The red fabric, worn last week by the woman at the well, is removed from the cross and 
draped down the left front of the worship center, slightly overlapping the purple fabric of Nicodemus. The color of the fabric for 

the man born blind is navy blue.]  
 

 

Narrator:  
As Jesus walked with his disciples, they saw a man who had been born blind. 

 
The disciples asked Jesus whether the blindness was the fault of the man or of his 

parents. Jesus responded that it was the fault of neither the man nor his parents but 
stated that this would be an opportunity for people to see God’s work in this man.  

 

Jesus:  
I am the light of the world. See, I have spat on the ground, have made a paste with the 

soil and saliva and have placed it on your eyes. Now, go and wash yourself in the Pool of 
Siloam. 

 
 

Narrator:  
And the man did as Jesus instructed, and immediately his sight was restored. 

 
The people who had seen the man begging at the corner were astonished and asked how 

this would be possible. 
 

Man:  
There was this man, Jesus, who made the mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 

"Go to Siloam and wash." And I went and washed and received my sight. I do not know 

where he is right now. 
 

Narrator:  
Now it was on the Sabbath day when Jesus had performed this miracle; and they brought 

the previously blind man to the Pharisees to show them what had happened. The man 
told them about the miracle, but the Pharisees were divided on their understanding. 

Some thought he might be from God because of the miracle; but others said that he 
could not be from God, because he had performed the miracle on the Sabbath. The man 

however was convinced that Jesus was, indeed, a prophet.  



They went to the parents of the man and asked if he had always been blind. They were 
afraid of the Pharisees, but answered truthfully that he had always been blind. They did 

not know how he received his sight or who gave it to him. 
 

Man:  
I don’t know what else to tell you. I was born blind. I have never had eyesight, and yet 

this man, this Jesus, made the mud, spread it on my eyes, told me to go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam. I did. And I received my sight. That’s the honest truth. Perhaps you might 

want to become his disciples because of the miracle he did. It is an astonishing thing! You 
do not know where the man comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God 

does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person 

born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing. 
 

 

Narrator:  
The Pharisees were so upset over the man’s words that they drove him out of the Temple. 

 
Jesus:  

Do you believe in the Son of Man? 
 

Man:  
And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him. 

 
Jesus:  

You have seen him, and the one who is speaking with you is he. 
 

Man:  
Lord, I believe. 

 
[Before he leaves, the man born blind takes his blue fabric, places it over the arm of the cross, and walks away.] 
 
Jesus:  

I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind. 

 
 

Narrator:  
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and asked him if he thought that they were 

blind. 
 

Jesus:  
If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, "We see," your sin 

remains. 

 
 

 
 

“CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS:…” written for the Lenten Season by Rev. Nancy Townley  
for Ministry Matters < https://www.ministrymatters.com/ > 

 



 
 
LENT 4 REFLECTION: Change Happens in Stages [03-22] 
 

[GROWING] 
 
As we have discussed the last few weeks, a single seed contains a multitude of possibilities – just like 
our own hearts. But both a seed and a human heart require action for growth. Without action, nothing 
will happen! Growth remains nothing more than a possibility. 
 
So, we took action, we planted seeds! 
 
We were reminded that seeds teach us that we need to learn to wait, to put aside our frustrations, to 
develop patience.  
 
Armed with patience, we planted our seeds [so filled with potential and possibilities] and 
then we waited… patiently… for God’s time. 
 
Last week, not much had happened outwardly. We were beginning to understand that when you plant a 
package of seeds, you see diversity in the rate of growth almost immediately. Growth is rarely even, 
and it is often chaotic. 
 
Learning from our seeds, we began to realize that Christian formation is a process of ‘seed-like’ growth 
and patience is just one ingredient for transformation. 
 
Seeds have taught us that we need both to develop patience and to accept that to mature 
in different ways at different times is the only true normal. We have to consider both the 
lesson of patience, as we plant our seeds that are so filled with potential and 
possibilities… as well as the lesson of growth diversity as we wait, for God’s perfect time 
to bring each of us to flower and fruition. 
 
This week, as we examine our plant – as it grows from seed to maturity – we find that it is hard to 
believe we are looking at the same plant.  
 
As we continue to care for our little seed pots, we can now see our seeds are no longer 
seeds, or even, fresh seedlings; they have become small plants with leaves of their own!  
 
 
While seed-to-plant growth follows a smooth process, it proceeds through distinct stages.  
 
These stages are marked by unique characteristics and are a measure for the relative 
health and well-being of the plant at any given time.   
 
Looking at our seedlings, it is easy to see that our spiritual development progresses 
through stages as well: 
 

• Belief and inquiry deepen to devotion and discipleship.  

• Learning and following evolve into teaching and leading. 

• Growth within the community of faith matures to a life of service in the world.  
 
We move through ages and stages of faith development as we grow from seed to sapling, 
from sapling to fruit-bearing tree! 
 



This week we consider the lesson of maturity…. 
as well as, the lessons of patience, and growth diversity as we wait, for God’s perfect time 
to bring each of us to flower and fruition. 
 
The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a time of sacrifice and denial, but as a time of 
preparation and anticipation — preparation for the work to which God calls us and 
anticipation of the fullness of life that God promises. 
 
Keep Growing! 

 
 

Based in part on a Lenten Reflection by Rev. Dan R. Dick, a former staff member of the Discipleship Ministries, with further insights by Rev. Heidi R. 
Chamberlain, pastor of Malone: Centenary UMC during Lent 2020. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  


