
March 15, 2020 [Purple] 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 
Exodus 17:1–7 

Psalm 95 (UMH 814) 
Romans 5:1–11 

John 4:5–42  
 
[NRSV] The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian  

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



Exodus 17:1–7 

Water from the Rock 

17From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 

the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ 
Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ 3But the 

people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4So 

Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.’ 5The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 

elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 
go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 

water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’  

 



Romans 5:1–11 

Results of Justification 

5Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us.  

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 

sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by 
his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were 

enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, 

having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast 

in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

 



John 4:5–42  

5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon.  

 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 8(His 

disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in 

common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who 
it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would 

have given you living water.’ 11The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor 

Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ 13Jesus said 
to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of 

the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become 

in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give 
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.’  

 

16 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17The woman answered 

him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 
18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What 

you have said is true!’ 19The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 
20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people 

must worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 
24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 25The 

woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he 

comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 26Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is 

speaking to you.’  

 

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 

woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’  

28Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 
29‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the 

Messiah, can he?’ 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 

  

 

 

 



31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32But he said to 
them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ 33So the disciples said to one 

another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’ 34Jesus said to them, ‘My 
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 

“Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see 
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here 
the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” 38I sent you to reap that for which 

you did not labor Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.’  

 

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 

‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. 41And many more 

believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 

the Savior of the world.’  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



03/15/2020 Third Sunday in Lent - Readers' Theater:  
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS: THE WOMAN AT THE WELL   

 
ARTISTIC ELEMENTS 
The traditional color for today is: Purple; I am also using “character” colors in the worship setting. 
 
FABRIC:  
Cover the worship center with purple fabric so that it drapes to the floor but does not puddle on the floor. Place the purple 
fabric on the worship center, slightly overlapping the black cloth from last week. These fabrics should puddle on the floor. 

 
CANDLES:  
Place two candles on the worship center, on either side of an open Bible. 
 
OTHER:  
Place an open Bible on the center of the worship table.  
 
[The large rough wooden cross is placed in the front of the chancel/worship area. Place burlap at the base to cover the stand. 
Have the same person read the part of Jesus each week. It should be someone with a good speaking voice. Each person who 
encounters Jesus will be wearing/carrying a length of cloth. When their encounter with Jesus is complete, they place the cloth 
over the arm of the cross and leave. The purple fabric, worn last week by Nicodemus, is removed from the cross and draped 

down the left front of the worship center, slightly overlapping the black fabric of Satan.]  

 
Today the Woman at the Well encounters Jesus. The cross is ready to receive the woman’s fabric. She will be wearing red 
cloth.] 
 

Narrator:  

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water. 

 
Jesus:  

Give me a drink. 
 

Woman: 
How is it that you, a Jew, are asking a drink of me, a woman of Samaria? 

 
Jesus:  

If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water. 

Woman:  
Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where will you get the living water? This is 

the well of our ancestor Jacob. Are you greater than Jacob? 
 

Jesus:  

Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 

spring of water gushing up to eternal life. 
 

Woman:  
Sir, give me this water so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to 

draw water. 
 

Jesus: Go, and call your husband and come back.  
 

Woman: I have no husband. 
 



Jesus:  
You have told the truth. You have had five husbands and the one you now have is not 

your husband.  
 

Woman:  
You must be a prophet! I have a question for you. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you Jews say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem. 
 

Jesus:  
Believe me; the time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 

nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.  

 

 
Woman:  

I know that Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us. 
 

Jesus:  
I am he, the one who is speaking to you. 

 
Narrator:  

Just then his disciples, who had gone into town to get some food, returned to Jesus and 
were astonished that he was having a conversation with the woman. The woman left her 

water jar and went back to the city to tell the people to come and see a man who had 
told her everything that she had ever done. And the people came back with her to the 

well. The disciples meanwhile tried to encourage Jesus to have something to eat, but he 
replied to their queries 

 
[Before she leaves, the Woman at the Well takes her red fabric, places it over the arm of the cross, and walks away.] 

 
Jesus:  
My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, 

"Four months more, then comes the harvest"? But I tell you, look around you, and see 
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here 
the saying holds true, "One sows and another reaps." I sent you to reap that for which 

you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor. 
 

Narrator:  
Many of the Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony. 

And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 

that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 

 
“CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS:…” written for the Lenten Season by Rev. Nancy Townley  
for Ministry Matters < https://www.ministrymatters.com/ > 

 
 
 



LENT 3 REFLECTION: All Seeds Grow at Different Rates [03/15] 
 

[GROWING] 
 
As we discussed the last two weeks, a single seed contains a multitude of possibilities – just like your 
own heart. But both a seed and a human heart require action for growth. Without action, nothing will 
happen! Growth remains nothing more than a possibility. 
 
So, last week, we planted seeds.  We took action! 
 
We promised to offer our seeds soil, water and most of all, our care through this Lenten season:   
 

• We planted them carefully, blessing them with prayers for growth.   
 

• We sprinkled them with water every day, beginning with the very water with which we 
remembered our baptism to encourage their rich development.   

 

• We took them home to nurture them to readiness for planting this spring. 
 
We even noted, both seeds and people can be tricky… even with the best of care! 
 
Last week we learned that seeds teach us that we need to learn to wait, to put aside our 
frustrations, to develop patience.  
Armed with patience, we planted our seeds that are so filled with potential and 
possibilities… and then we waited… patiently… for God’s time. 
 
So far, not much has happened outwardly.  As we continue to care for our little seed 
pots, we are beginning to understand that when you plant a package of seeds, you see 
diversity in the rate of growth almost immediately.  
 

• Some seeds sprout very quickly and begin a steady rate of growth.  
 

• Late sprouters often become early bloomers.  
 

• Some normal beginners end up stunted and sickly.  
 
Growth is rarely even, and it is often chaotic. Nothing we do will change this diversity. But it 
seems where seeds are concerned, we are comfortable with different rates of development.  
 
However, this is not always true with our attitudes about Christian believers! 
 
We often adopt a "cookie-cutter" approach to disciple making that makes some seem advanced, 
while others lag behind.  
  
We are decidedly uncomfortable with different rates of development for our brothers 
and sisters. 
Remember, Christian formation is a process of seed-like growth. Patience is just one ingredient to 
transformational growth. 
 
Seeds teach us that we need both to learn to wait, to put aside our frustrations, to 
develop patience and to accept that to mature in different ways at different times is the 
only true normal. 
 



So, this week we consider both the lesson of patience, as we plant our seeds that are so 
filled with potential and possibilities… as well as the lesson of growth diversity as we 
wait, for God’s perfect time to bring each of us to flower and fruition. 
 
The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a time of sacrifice and denial, but as a time of 
preparation and anticipation — preparation for the work to which God calls us and 
anticipation of the fullness of life that God promises. 

 

 
 

Based in part on a Lenten Reflection by Rev. Dan R. Dick, a former staff member of the Discipleship Ministries, with further insights by Rev. Heidi R. 
Chamberlain, pastor of Malone: Centenary UMC during Lent 2020. 
 


