
March 08, 2020 [Purple] 
Second Sunday in Lent  

 
Genesis 12:1–4a 

Psalm 121 (UMH 844) 
Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

John 3:1–17  
 
[NRSV] The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 



Genesis 12:1–4a 

The Call of Abram 

12Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.’  

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-

five years old when he departed from Haran.  

 



Psalm 121 

Assurance of God’s Protection 

A Song of Ascents. 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

   from where will my help come?  
2 My help comes from the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth.  

 

3 He will not let your foot be moved; 
   he who keeps you will not slumber.  

4 He who keeps Israel 

   will neither slumber nor sleep.  

 
5 The Lord is your keeper; 

   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  

6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

   nor the moon by night.  

 
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

   he will keep your life.  
8 The Lord will keep 

   your going out and your coming in 

   from this time on and for evermore.  

 



Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

The Example of Abraham 

4What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 

God. 3For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.’ 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 

something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such 

faith is reckoned as righteousness.  

God’s Promise Realized through Faith 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 

the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 

who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I have 
made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 

who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  

 



John 3:1–17  

Nicodemus Visits Jesus 

3Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ 3Jesus 
answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 

born from above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus 

answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 
9Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ 10Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  

11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe; how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



03/08/2020 Second Sunday in Lent - Readers' Theater:  
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS: NICODEMUS   

 
ARTISTIC ELEMENTS 
The traditional color for today is: PURPLE, however, I have chosen to add “character” colors to the worship 
setting. 
 
FABRIC:  
Cover the worship center in purple fabric. Drape it to the floor but do not puddle the fabric. Take the Black drape that was on 

the cross and place it on the left side of the worship center, draping it down over the edge and letting it puddle on the floor. 
 
CANDLES:  
You may use two altar candles, one on either side of the worship center. 
 
OTHER:  
Place an open bible in the center of the worship table. 
 
[The large rough wooden cross is placed in the front of the chancel/worship area. Place burlap at the base to cover the stand. 
Have the same person read the part of Jesus each week. It should be someone with a good speaking voice. Each person who 
encounters Jesus will be wearing/carrying a length of cloth. When their encounter with Jesus is complete, they place the cloth 

over the arm of the cross and leave. The black fabric, worn last week by Satan, is removed from the cross and draped down 
the left front of the worship center. The cross is ready to receive Nicodemus’ fabric. Today Nicodemus encounters Jesus. He 
will be wearing purple cloth, symbolizing power and authority.] 
 

 

Narrator:  
There was a man, a lawyer, named Nicodemus. He came to see Jesus at night seeking 

answers for some of his questions. 

 
 

Nicodemus:  
Jesus, we know that you are a teacher and believe that you have come from God because 

all the signs you do show the presence of God. 
 

Jesus:  
Truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above. 

 
 

 
Nicodemus:  

How can this be? We have already been born and are growing older? Are you saying that 
we have to climb back into our mother’s womb to be born again? 

 

Jesus:  
What is born of the flesh is flesh. What is born of the Spirit is spirit. You cannot enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. Don’t be astonished at what I 
have told you. You must experience a newness, just like a new birth. You look around. 

The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 

 
 

 
Nicodemus:  

I don’t get it. I can’t understand. Help me. 
 

 



Jesus:  
You are a great teacher in Israel, and yet you do not understand anything about God. I 

have told you about earthly things and you do not believe. How can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. God did not send the Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but rather that the world might be saved through him. 
 
[Nicodemus shakes his head, takes his purple fabric, places it over the arm of the cross, and walks away.] 

 

 

 
 

“CLOSE ENCOUNTERS AT THE CROSS:…” written for the Lenten Season by Rev. Nancy Townley  
for Ministry Matters < https://www.ministrymatters.com/ > 

 

 

 

 



LENT 2 REFLECTION: Seeds Can't Be Rushed [03-08] 
 

PLANTING SEEDS [KNOWING / GROWING] 
 
As we discussed last week, a single seed contains a multitude of possibilities – as does your own heart. 
But, in either case, if you fail to take the actions needed for growth, nothing will happen! Growth 
remains nothing more than a possibility. 
 
Today, we plant seeds.   
 
Today, we take action! 
 
We will offer our seeds soil, water and most of all, our care.   
 
We will plant them carefully – blessing them with prayers for growth.   
 
We will sprinkle them with water – the very water with which we remember our own baptism so to 
encourage their rich development.   
 
We will take them home – seeking to nurture them to readiness for planting this spring. 
 
Even so, it must be noted, both seeds and people can be tricky… even with the best of 
care! 
 
Have you ever become impatient enough to actually yell at someone from a position of frustration? 
When seeds do not sprout, take root, and grow, try yelling at them… Of course, that is a preposterous 
idea. No one would ever think that they could somehow rush the normal growing process. Frustration 
has no impact at all!  
 
Seeds require the amount of time that they require. In God's plan, the time things take, is the 
right time.  
 
People, however, get impatient. Our culture puts pressure on us to rush through everything. We live in 
an age of instant gratification. But like seeds, frustration has no impact at all on growing.  In 
truth, it may even be one of the biggest contributors to not growing!  
 
Seeds teach us that we need to learn to wait, to put aside our frustrations, to develop 
patience.  
 
Christian formation is a process of seed-like growth.  
 
Patience is the key ingredient to transformational growth. 
 
So, this week we consider the lesson of patience, as we plant our seeds that are so filled 
with potential and possibilities… and then we wait, for God’s time. 
 
The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a time of sacrifice and denial, but as a time of 
preparation and anticipation — preparation for the work to which God calls us and 
anticipation of the fullness of life that God promises. 

 
 

Based in part on a Lenten Reflection by Rev. Dan R. Dick, a former staff member of the Discipleship Ministries, with further insights by Rev. Heidi R. 
Chamberlain, pastor of Malone: Centenary UMC during Lent 2020. 

 



WATERS OF BAPTISM: 
 

Introduction  (All standing in spirit.) 
Sisters and brothers in Christ: 

through the sacrament of baptism  
God's Spirit initiates us into Christ's holy church, 

puts us on the stage of God's saving drama, 
and gives us new birth through water and the Spirit.  

So, come to the water -- 
water poured over and immersing us, 

 water flowing freely for all who will receive it, 
  water from the streams of God's saving power and justice, 

 water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, 
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth.  

 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water  

The Spirit of the Lord is with us. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus! 

Let us pray: 
Almighty God, the life you birthed in us 

by baptism into Jesus Christ 
will never die. 

Your justice never fails. 
Your mercy is everlasting. 

Your healing river flows. 
Your Spirit blows where you will. 

We cannot stop you, God! 
But sometimes we try. 

We try to block the flow, 

we redirect the winds of the Spirit, 
or we walk so far away from the life-giving Stream 

that we do not hear its sound, 
and we forget its power. 

We parch ourselves. 
 

We are dry and thirsty, O God. 
 

Come, refresh us!  
 

Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 
 

Come upon these waters. 
 



Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy. 
 

Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice. 
 

Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus.  
 

Let these waters make us long for your coming reign. 
 

Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One! 
All glory is yours, now and forever. Amen!  
 

 
(All who are baptized and have renewed their vows are invited to come  

to the font to use the water as a sign of refreshing.  
As each uses the water, another says to her or him:) 

 

"Remember that you are baptized, and rejoice!"  
Sister/ Brother, the Holy Spirit work within you, 

that being born of water and the Spirit 
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.  

 
(Each responds:) 

Amen 
 

 

  


